CHAPTER III
EARLY GREEK MEDICINE
MODERN civilization owes an immense debt to Ancient Greece.
Almost everything that contributes to the interest and happiness
of life originated in Greece. Philosophy and history, poetry and
drama, sculpture and architecture, mathematics and astronomy,
science and medicine ; all had their roots there, and indeed
attained in some instances a level of excellence which has never
since been equalled.
Medicine, separated from magic, became inspired by the
spirit of scientific inquiry which dominated all the work of
Hippocrates, the Father of Medicine, whose leadership, un-
dimmed throughout the centuries, remains unchallenged to
this day.1
It is interesting to study the manner in which Greek medicine
arose,2 and the steps by which it progressed towards the golden
Hippocratic Age. In pursuing such a study we are confronted
by the difficulty of separating fact from fiction, history from
legend, and gods from men. Nevertheless we may trace through
the maze the thread of thought which led by devious ways to
the foundation of medicine.3
By this time the practice of medicine, though dominated
by empiricism and superstition, had already attained a high
standard. There can be no doubt that Babylonia and Egypt,
and even Persia and India, handed on to Greece the torch of
learning. Herodotus himself furnishes proof of this,
It was in the Greek Islands that this knowledge was collected
and amplified in the pre-Hellenic period. Only within com-
paratively recent times, thanks to the labours of Sir Arthur Evans
and others, has the importance of the Minoan Civilization been
established. The Minoans, a race of obscure origin, had their
headquarters in Crete, and the beautiful frescoes aixd statuary
which adorned the Palace of Knossos show that their arts had
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